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Judge Pratt's pro- FBI bias 

won no points from agents 


WASHINGTON - Federal judges are 
appointed for life to guarantee their in- 
dependence. For this reason, it is essen- 
tial that they be both honest and unbias- 
ed. 

We have seen disturbing evidence that 
U.S. District Judge John H. Pratt of 
Washington, D.C., tried to cover up jm 
impropriety on the bench, then ap- 
parently lied to FBI agents about the in- 
cident, and finally tried to get the 
investigation called off by reminding the 
G-men that as a judge he has been “very 
pro-government and especially pro- 
FBI.” 

If Judge Pratt was exaggerating his 
boasted bias to influence the agents, it 
wpuld be bad enough. Attempting to 
blpck an FBI investigation constitutes 
obstruction of justice. 

But if Pratt told the truth about his 
pro-government attitude on the bench, 
the implications are even more serious. 
It would mean that anyone who has ap- 
peared before Pratt since his appoint- 
ment in 1968 was at a crippling disad- 
vantage if the case involved a federal 
agency. 

Our sources tell us Pratt wasn't kid- 
ding 1 about his pro-government pre- 
judice. This may explain the Justice 
Department’s reluctance to pursue the 
investigation of Pratt. 

By coincidence, we were involved in 
the original indiscretion that led to 
Pratt’s more serious misconduct. Crack 
Washington private detective Richard 
Bast appeared in Pratt’s courtroom on 
Jan. 30, 1978, and the judge remarked 
that “there’s a rumor” Bast’s Informa- 
tion Acquisition Corp. was “the creature 
of Mr. Jack Anderson.” 

Bast truthfully denied the rumor, and 
Pratt, belatedly realizing the improprie- 
ty of spreading gossip from the bench, 
ordered the entire colloquy deleted from 
the court record. He did this without 
consulting the attorneys in the case, as 
is required by law. 

Not long afterward, Pratt’s secretary 
and office manager, Kathleen McTier- 
nan, allegedly ordered court reporter 
Dennis Bossard to destroy his 
stenographic tape of the judge’s im- 
proper remarks. A conspiracy to 
destroy court records is a felony 
punishable by up tojive years in prison 
and a $10,000 fine. 


Bossard indignantly refused McTier- 
nan’s order; instead, he wrote a memo 
about the incident minutes after she left. 
“She told me to tear up my notes,” the 
memo stated. “When I told her I 
wouldn’t do that, she told me to lie and 
say I didn’t take it down.” 

Informed of the situation by Bast, the 
FBI decided to investigate the judge and • 
his secretary. Justice Department of- 
ficials — evidently leery of setting the 
FBI loose on a federal judge and one of 
their favorites, at that — stalled the in- 
vestigation for several days. 

The FBI agents persisted. Because of 
the clear possibility of a criminal viola- 
tion, the Justice Department finally 
gave a reluctant go-ahead. On Feb. 14, 
1978, two agents — accompanied by a 
Justice Department official — inter- 
viewed Pratt. . 

The interview was apparently rocky 
from the start. When one of the FBI 
agents read Pratt the standard “Miran- 
da” warning that he had the right to re- 
main silent and to have an attorney pre- 
sent, the judge “went bananas,” ac- 
cording to courthouse sources. He com- 
plained bitterly, courthouse sources told 
us, that it was “demeaning” and “in- 
sulting” for a federal judge to be read 
his rights like an ordinary suspect. 

The agents asked Pratt whether he 
had spoken with the court reporter, 
Bossard, about the incident. They knew 
he had spoken with Bossard just the day 
before; the reason they knew it was that 
they had a secret tape recording of the 
conversation. 

Incredibly, a source at the Justice 
Dept, told us one of his colleagues 
wanted to warn Pratt about the ex- 
istence of the tape before he was ques- 
tioned about the conversation. But the 
FBI agents correctly pointed out that 
this could compromise the case and fur- 
thermore, Pratt was not entitled to 
special consideration. 

Pratt told the agents he had spoken to 
Bossard on Feb. 5, 1978. He was asked 
repeatedly if he had discussed the case 
with Bossard “in the interim” — that is, 
between Feb. 5 and the time of the FBI 
interveiw on Feb. 14. Pratt never men- 
tioned the conversation in his chambers 
the previous day, though the only topic 
he and Bossard had discussed then was 



the deleted remarks and the ensuing 
controversy. 

Our sources say the FBI agents were 
convinced that Pratt could not have 
forgotten a conversation he had less 
than 24 hours earlier, and that he was in 
fact lying to them. In any case, they 
have the tape to prove the conversation 
took place. 

Pratt met with FBI agents again on 
Feb. 16. Sources familiar with this 
meeting say the judge remarked that 
the case against him and his secretary 
was “cheap” and “not of prosecutable 
merit,” and that interviewing his 
secretary would constitute “needless 
harassment.” 

He then tried to get the agents to tell 
him exactly what evidence they had un- 
covered. The agents properly refused to 
give him this information. 

It was then, our sources say, that the 
judge pointedly reminded the G-men 
that he was “very pro-government and 
especially pro-FBI.” It is a credit to the 
integrity of the FBI agents that they 
refused to be intimidated by the judge’s 
tactics. * 

Every man and woman who appears 
in court has the right to a fair trial 
presided over by an impartial judge. 
But Prates statement that he is “pro- 
government and especially pro-JBI” 
shows that this basic right apparently 
is not possible iajhis courtroom. Compe- 
tent legal sources say, therefore, that 
Pratt should not be permitted to hear 
civil or criminal cases where the 
government is even remotely involved. 

Footnote: Pratt a 68-year-old ex- 
Marine who lost an arm in an accident in 
the Philippines, has refused to discuss 
the case with us. When we asked Pratt 
for his side of the story, we were told, 
“Write any damn thing you want.” We 
tried to explain that our investigation 
had uncovered strong evidence of 
wrongdoing, and said we were anxious 
to tell him what we had learned and get 
his response to the allegations. Pratt 
repeated, “Write any damn thing you 
want,” and hungup. 
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